
 

Grade 6  LESSON  8      “Science Friction”  by David Lubar,  pp. 222-235 

STANDARD 
RL.6.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text 
distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or 
change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 
RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or 
change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

Lines X through Y mainly develop 
a central idea of the story by 
revealing… 
 
 
 
 
 
What do lines X and Y show 
about [character]? 
 
 
How does [character’s] attitude 
change toward [character]? 
 
 
 
 
 

How do lines 5 through 12 on page 231 
mainly develop a central idea? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do lines 7 through 14 on page 227 
show about Benji? 
 
 
How does Amanda’s attitude change toward 
Ellen? 
 

- Lines 5 through 12 develop a central idea by 
revealing that mistakes can turn into answers to 
problems. The group was unsure of what they 
could do for a science project, but when 
Amanda found the food hidden around the 
room Ellen came up with the idea to use the 
mold as their project.  

 
Lines 7 through 14 show that Benji likes to 

joke around. When his group members are 
arguing he makes a joke to lighten the mood. 

 
As the story begins, Amanda considers 

Ellen to be her rival.  Amanda refers to Ellen as 
“Ms. Perfect” and dislikes her bragging about 
herself.  For example, she shares, “On the way, 
Ellen mentioned thirty-seven reasons why she 
was so great and wonderful and perfect.”  
However, when Ellen tells Amanda “I try so hard 
to fit in, but it’s not easy sometimes. I’m not 
good at it like you are. You’re just so 



comfortable with stuff,” Amanda realizes Ellen 
is insecure and actually admires Amanda.   

STANDARD 
RL.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; 
analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 
 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

Why does the author use the 
word “X” in line # of the story? 

Why does the author use the word 
“detached” in line 14 on page 224? 

The author uses the word “detached” in line 14 
on page 224 to describe how Amanda feels 
about scientists in general and this particular 
group working on a science project.  Scientists 
must remain objective, sticking to only facts, 
therefore “detached” from feelings or 
emotions.  The group Amanda has been 
assigned to does not get along, or have 
anything in common, making them detached 
from one another.  
 

 

 

 


